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HDS 2250  History of Western Christianity, 1100-1500 
  
Kevin Madigan: (for office appointment email kgunst@hds) 
 
Office Hours:  Wednesday 3-4 (Andover 403) and by appt.    
 
John Zaleski, TF jzaleski@fas 
 
TTH 10-11:30 AM  
Spring 2015 
Room to be announced 
 
Course Description.  Church and society in western Europe during the high and late 
Middle Ages. Particular attention will be paid to theological and institutional change and 
continuity and to popular religious movements.  No prerequisites. 
 
Written Requirements.  Read all assigned reading BEFORE class, and come prepared to 
discuss it.  The major written requirements are two in-class written “bluebook” 
examinations.  The mid-term exam will be written during class time on March 5, the final on 
a date and time to be announced by the HDS Registrar.  Each exam counts toward roughly 
half your grade. 
 
Classroom Etiquette.  Be on time.  Do not whisper to your neighbor while the instructor 
or your classmates are speaking.  Cell phones are to be turned off throughout the class, and 
should NEVER ring during sessions.  If laptops are to be used, they are to be used only for 
taking notes, not for connecting to the internet or for email.  
 
Arts of Ministry.  This course can provide Arts of Ministry credit in the category of 
Religious Education.  Speak to the instructor early in term regarding an additional 
assignment, without which I am not permitted to give you credit.  
 
 
Texts (all but one available at Harvard Coop) 
 
Required 
 
Joseph H. Lynch, The Medieval Church:  A Brief History (Longman) 
 
Brian Tierney, The Crisis of Church and State, 1050-1300 (Toronto) 
 
André Vauchez, The Spirituality of the Medieval West.  The Eighth to the Twelfth Century (Cistercian 
Press) 
 
Chiara Frugoni, A Day in a Medieval City, translated by W. McCuaig (Chicago) 
 
Francis Oakley, The Western Church in the Later Middle Ages (Cornell) 
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John W. Baldwin, The Scholastic Culture of the Middle Ages, 1000-1300  
 
John Arnold, ed., The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Christianity (available online through 
Hollis) 
 
 
 
 
Calendar 
 
High-Medieval Christianity, ca. 1100-1300   Readings from 

Lynch, The 
Medieval Church 
(chapter: pages) 

 
If the student has not taken HDS 2230/Rel 1434 or its equivalent, the first ten,  
short chapters of Lynch is highly recommended.   
 
January 
 
27 The Age of the Papacy      11 
 
  Tierney, Crisis III.4  
 
  John Arnold, ed., The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Christianity, Chaps. 2-5   
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29  Twelfth-Century Monastic Life    12-13:197-212 
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  Vauchez, The Spirituality of the Medieval West.  The Eighth to the Twelfth Century 
 
  http://www.osb.org/cist/charta.html 

  http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1150bernard-2accs.html 

  http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1143clairvaux.html 

 
   
 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1150bernard-2accs.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1143clairvaux.html
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 6 

 
 
February 
 
 
3 Candidates for Eternity:  Women in Medieval Religious Life  13:212-15 
 

 
 http://monasticmatrix.usc.edu/cartularium/article.php?textId=3227&PHPS
ESSID=53f6be930f9be270140df07b80a8ef75 

 
http://books.google.com/books?vid=OCLC17338894&id=7BgIAAAAIAA

J&printsec=frontcover&dq=ancren+riwle#PPR12,M1 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
5 Depravitas Haeretica:  Heresy and its Suppression    14:216-25 
 

   
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/waldo2.html 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/waldo2.html 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/comnena-bogomils.html 

http://monasticmatrix.usc.edu/cartularium/article.php?textId=3227&PHPSESSID=53f6be930f9be270140df07b80a8ef75
http://monasticmatrix.usc.edu/cartularium/article.php?textId=3227&PHPSESSID=53f6be930f9be270140df07b80a8ef75
http://books.google.com/books?vid=OCLC17338894&id=7BgIAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=ancren+riwle#PPR12,M1
http://books.google.com/books?vid=OCLC17338894&id=7BgIAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=ancren+riwle#PPR12,M1
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/waldo2.html
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http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/cathar-gospel.html 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/cathar-appara.html 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/cathar- traditio.html 

 

 
 
 
10 Via Potestatis:  Heresy and its Suppression II    14:225-end 
 
   http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/gui-cathars.html 
 
    
 
 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/cathar-appara.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/gui-cathars.html
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12 Friars I: Dominic and Their Sisters      15:235-36 
 
   Chiara Frugoni, A Day in a Medieval City 
 
   Early Dominicans:  Selected Writings at Google Books (online) 
   Sections I. A-B, III, IV 
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 10 
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17 Novus Ordo Saeclorum:  Friars II:  Franciscans and their Sisters  15:228-238 
 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/stfran-test.html 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/stfran-rule.html 

http://www.ccel.org/u/ugolino/flowers/flow.htm 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/stfran-lives.html 

http://www.op.org/domcentral/trad/brethren/breth02.htm 

    
    
 
 
 
19 Friars III: Crisis and Controversy, ca. 1250-1325 
 

  http://www.ewtn.com/library/PAPALDOC/N3SEMIN.HTM 

  http://www.franciscan-archive.org/bullarium/qinn-e.html 

  http://www.humanities.mq.edu.au/Ockham/wadc.html 

  http://www.humanities.mq.edu.au/Ockham/wexivi.html 

  http://www.humanities.mq.edu.au/Ockham/wqn.html    

  
   
 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/stfran-lives.html
http://www.ewtn.com/library/PAPALDOC/N3SEMIN.HTM
http://www.franciscan-archive.org/bullarium/qinn-e.html
http://www.humanities.mq.edu.au/Ockham/wadc.html
http://www.humanities.mq.edu.au/Ockham/wexivi.html
http://www.humanities.mq.edu.au/Ockham/wqn.html
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24 Schools and Universities; Scholasticism   16 
 
   http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/abelard-histcal.html 
 
   http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/anselm-proslogium.html 
 
   http://www.newadvent.org/summa/4015.htm#article7 
 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1120abelard.html 

http://www.ccel.org/a/aquinas/summa/FP/FP001.html 

   http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/anselm.html  

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/anselm-gaunilo.html 
 
   John W. Baldwin, The Scholastic Culture of the Middle Ages, 1000-1300  
 
   (Madigan, Chap. 13 recommended)   
   
 
 
26 Introduction to Gothic Architecture    
 
   
   
 
   
 
March 
 
3  In Class Review with TF 
 
 
5 MID-TERM EXAMINATION 
 
  
8 Means of Christianization, 1050-1250 
 
  http://www.ewtn.com/library/COUNCILS/LATERAN4.HTM 
 
   
 
10 Means of Christianization, 1050-1250  II 
 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/abelard-histcal.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/anselm-proslogium.html
http://www.newadvent.org/summa/4015.htm#article7
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1120abelard.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/anselm.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/anselm-gaunilo.html
http://www.ewtn.com/library/COUNCILS/LATERAN4.HTM
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12 Devotion:  Sanctity 
 
  John Arnold, ed., The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Christianity, Chap. 13 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
SPRING BREAK   NO CLASS 
 
 

 
 

24 Devotion:  Relics and Pilgrimage 
 
  John Arnold, ed., The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Christianity, Chap. 12 
 
  (Madigan, Chap. 16) 
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Late-Medieval Christianity, ca. 1300-1500  
 
   
 
 The Age of Adversity      19   
 
 The Late-Medieval Papacy     Lynch 20:315-23 

         
Tierney, Crisis, IV. 3-4 
 
(Madigan, Chap. 14 recommended) 

 
26 Avignon and Schism      20:323 
 
  Oakley, Later Middle Ages, Chap. 1 
 
  (Madigan, Chap. 18, recommended) 
 
 
 
31 Conciliarism       20:331-end 
 
    
   
  http://www.ewtn.com/library/COUNCILS/CONSTANC.HTM 
 
  http://www.ewtn.com/library/COUNCILS/FLORENCE.HTM 
 
  
 
 
April 
 
 
2 Jews and Christians, 1050-1450 
 
  Ram Ben-Shalom, “Medieval Jewry In Christendom “ in 
The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Studies (online via Hollis) 
 
 

http://www.ewtn.com/library/COUNCILS/CONSTANC.HTM
http://www.ewtn.com/library/COUNCILS/FLORENCE.HTM
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199280322.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199280322
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7 Jews and Christians, 1050-1450  II 
 
   
 
 
9 Christians and Muslims in the High and Late Middle Ages 
  
  (lecture by TF) 
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9 Late-Medieval Heresy      Lynch pp. 165- 70 
 
  Oakley, Later Middle Ages, Chap. 4 and pp. 294-300 
 
   
 
 
14 Late-Medieval Heresy II 
 
   
 
 
16 NO CLASS INSTRUCTOR OUT OF TOWN 
 
 Late-Medieval Currents of Reform     Epil.: 336-end 
 
  Oakley, Later Middle Ages, Chap. 5 and pp. 301-312 
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16 Late-Medieval Currents of Reform II  
 
  
 
  http://www.ccel.org/ccel/kempis/imitation/imitation.html 
 
 
21 Late-Medieval Piety and Its Problems      
 
  http://www.ccel.org/ccel/julian/revelations/ 
 
  http://www.ccel.org/ccel/ruysbroeck/adornment.html 
 
  http://www.ccel.org/ccel/tauler/inner_way.html 
 
  Oakley, Later Middle Ages, Chap. 5 and pp. 276-64 
   

   
    
 
 
23  Late-Medieval Piety and Its Problems II 
 
  Lecture by Instructor 
 
 
28 On the Eve of the Reformation 
 
  Oakley, Later Middle Ages, Chap. 3 and Epilogue 
 
  John Arnold, ed., The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Christianity, Chap. 31 
 
FINAL EXAMINATION ON DATE TO BE DETERMINED BY HDS 
REGISTRAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/kempis/imitation/imitation.html
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/julian/revelations/
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/ruysbroeck/adornment.html
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/tauler/inner_way.html
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